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I. Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
1^ the international application as originally filed 

I I the description: 

pages 

pages 

pages 

I I the claims: 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



, filed witii the letter of 



, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 
, filed with the demand 



. , filed with tiie letter of 



I I the drawings: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



, , filed with the letter of 



I I the sequence listing part of the description: 



, as originally filed 

. , filed with the demand 



pages 



. , filed with the letter of 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

□ 

the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 

□ 

the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

the language of the translation fimiished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 

□ 
□ 



contained in the intemational application in written form, 
filed together with the intemational application in computer readable form, 
fiimished subsequentiy to this Authority in written form, 
furnished subsequentiy to this Authority in computer readable form. 

The statement that the subsequentiy furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
intemational application as filed has been furnished. 

The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to tiie written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 

The amendments have resulted m the cancellation of: 

the description, pages 

I I the claims, Nos. 

the drawings, sheets/fig 



2 I j This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made» since they have been considered to go 
I — * beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which have been fiimished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70 J 6 
iznd70J7). 

*^Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (lA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



2-10 



1, 3-10 



1-10 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



Citations and explanations 

Document 1: EP 1075023 Al (Tokyo Electron Ltd.), 7 
February 2001 

Document 2: JP 10-313041 A (Hitachi, Ltd.), 24 November 
1998 

Document 3: JP 3-154751 A (Hitachi, Ltd.), 2 July 1991 
Document 4: JP 9-64144 A (Hitachi, Ltd.), 7 March 1997 
Document 5: EP 1146548 Al (Tokyo Electron Ltd.), 17 
October 2001 



The invention set forth in claim 1 lacks novelty and 
does not involve an inventive step in the light of 
document 1 (entire text; all drawings) cited in the 
international search report. 

Document 1 sets forth a housing apparatus (2) 
provided with supporting members (52) which support 
wafers, a transfer port (42) formed on one lateral surface 
of a container body (40) , a door (46) which maintains the 
container body in an airtight state, and an exhaust port 
(68) . 



The invention set forth in claim 3 does not involve 
an inventive step in the light of document 1 and document 
2 (entire text; all drawings) cited in the international 
search report . 
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Document 2 indicates that specimens are transferred 
by moving a mobile vacuum chamber (4) between a plurality 
of processing modules (3a to 3c) provided with a lock 
chamber (6b) and a buffer chamber (7) having a carrier arm 
(16) , and it would be easy for a person skilled in the art 
to provide the exhaust port set forth in document 1 to the 
mobile vacuum chamber as the mechanism to generate a 
vacuum within the mobile vacuum chamber (4) • 

The invention set forth in claim 4 does not involve 
an inventive step in the light of documents 1 and 2. 

It would be easy for a person skilled in the art to 
broaden the carrying range of the carrier arm (16) in 
document 2 to enable specimens to be carried to the mobile 
vacuum chamber, and to remove the specimen carrying 
apparatus (10) from inside the mobile vacuum chamber. 

The invention set forth in claim 5 does not involve 
an inventive step in the light of documents 1 and 2 and 
document 3 (page 7, lower left column, line 18 to page 8, 
upper right column, line 16; fig. 11) cited in the 
international search report. 

Document 3 sets forth a loading and unloading device 
(80) provided with a mobile robot, wherein a carrier shelf 
(5) and a carrier shelf (101) are connected, and it would 
be easy for a person skilled in the art to employ a 
cassette container as an alternative to one carrier shelf, 
and to use the mobile vacuum chamber capable of exchanging 
the air inside the lock chamber and buffer chamber 
constituted of documents 1 and 2 as an alternative to the 
other carrier shelf, thereby constituting the 
loading/unloading device set forth in document 2 . 

The invention set forth in claim 6 does not involve 
an inventive step in the light of documents 1 and 2, 
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document 4 (entire^ text; all drawings) cited in the 
international search report and document 5 (column 13, 
lines 1 to 3; paragraphs 0077 to 0086; fig* 11 and 12) 
cited in the international search report. 

It would be easy for a person skilled in the art to 
employ the buffer chamber (7) disclosed in document 2, and 
the lock chamber (6) disclosed in document 2 or the load 
lock chamber (203) disclosed in document 5 as an 
alternative to the interface (12) set forth in document 4, 
and the wafer cassette (206) disclosed in document 5 as an 
alternative to the shelf (lib) disclosed in document 4. 

The invention set forth in claim 7 does not involve 
an inventive step in the light of documents 1, 2, 4 and 5. 
Document 5 sets forth a feature wherein one end of a 
transfer chamber (205) is provided with a pre-alignment 
stage (207) . 

The invention set forth in claim 8 does not involve 
an inventive step in the light of documents 1, 2, 3, 4 and 
5. 

Document 2 sets forth a feature wherein the 
connection portion with a container is provided with a 
gate valve (5b) , and document 4 sets forth a feature 
wherein a seal plate (19g) is provided. 

The invention set forth in claims 9 and 10 does not 
involve an inventive step in the light of documents 1, 2, 
3, 4 and 5. 

Document 2 sets forth a feature wherein a vacuum 
pump (12) which applies a vacuum to a lock chamber and an 
N2 gas source (14) which returns said lock chamber to 
atmospheric pressure are provided, and document 4 sets 
forth a feature wherein a vacuum pump (15) which applies a 
vacuum to a vacuum gate valve (19) and an inert gas supply 
FonnPCT/IPEA/409 (BoxV) (January 1994) 
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device (16) which returns the valve to atmospheric 
pressure. 

It would be easy for a person skilled in the art to 
interpose a load lock chamber as described in document 5 
when selecting an atmospheric pressure environment as the 
carrying destination of objects to be treated which are 
unloaded from a container, which is a vacuum therein. 

The invention set forth in claim 2 is not disclosed 
in any of the documents cited in the international search 
report, and would not be obvious to a person skilled in 
the art . 
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